Inter Hunt Twenty20 Cricket Competition 2008

Sunday 22nd July was the annual Inter Hunt twenty20 cricket competition; it is now in its third year. 

This year the two New Forest packs (New Forest Hounds, New Forest Beagles) combined forces to make one team. We had a new team enter this year, a Coursing Team. 

The Coursing team was put together by, Sally Merrison and Captained by Tim Bonner, on the grounds that the Southern Shires Bloodhounds team were, as quoted by Sally  “getting too cocky” and “too big for their cricket boots” having won it for the last two years.

After the over night rain on Saturday the competition was in doubt, the start was delayed by ½ an hour, but in the end the weather could have not have turned out better. 

The Umpires for the day were

Clarissa Dickson-Wright

Alan Wright

Chris Clay

Sarah Court

Scorers for the day

Andrew Eveleigh

Dave Clarke MBH

The first game of the competition was between the Southern Shires Bloodhounds & The newly combined “New Forest Hounds”. The New Forest won the toss and elected to bat. With some fine spin bowling from Alex Dibble, sadly for the New Forest the Bloodhounds scuttled them out for 48. One remark over heard was when David Pardoe (aka Percy) arrived at the batting crease was “Ah Percy! Welcome to hell” 

Robbie Dibble & Tasha Wright from the Bloodhounds were sent into bat, the two of them then proceeded to knock off the runs required to win in 7.2 overs.

The next game of the day was between the Coursers and the New Forest. Tim Bonner, captain of the Coursers, won the toss and put the New Forest into bat. The New Forest Hounds having just lost heavily to the Bloodhounds, found a new something, (not quite sure what. It may have been something eaten at lunch.) But they put on a wonderful batting display. They scored 115 off of their 20 overs for the loss of just 7 wickets, (see what I mean……..) Top Scorer for the New Forest was Robert Hudson with 51. This turned out to be the highest score of any batsman throughout the whole day. (We won’t mention Micheal Woodhouse and his golden duck). So with their pride restored, they set out to defend their 115. The Coursing team requiring 116 to win, with a run rate of 5.8 an over, set out to make their mark on this competition as the newbies.

The coursers lost a very early wicket, Jones being bowled for 0, just to add to the pressure. Castle steadied the ship, scoring 33 before being trapped lbw. The next 4 wickets fell for only 25 runs. With 5 wickets fallen for just 58 runs, along with the run rate falling, plus the pressure mounting, a Captains Innings was required from Tim Bonner. Tim set out trying to restore the status quo, but with some very sharp fielding, resulted in Tim being run out for 26.  With more very good fielding from the New Forest, 2 more run outs came fast. It was a wonderful match to watch.  It ended up going down to the last over, with he Coursers requiring 9 off of the last 6 balls. It was not to be and the New Forest won by 2 runs. This was the New Forests First win (although a combined team now) since the competition started, which showed, with some exuberant celebrations from one of the Joint Masters.

With one match remaining the table looked a bit like this
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W
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Southern Shires Bloodhounds

1
 1
0
  2

 4

(bonus points gained for winning within 20 Overs)

New Forest 




2
 1
 1 
  0

 2

Coursers





1
 0
 1
  0
         0

The last match was between the Southern Shires and the Coursers. In order to draw, the Coursers had not only to beat the Bloodhounds, but also, to bowl them out and win within their 20 overs to gain the bonus points required. Looking at the Bloodhounds past record in this competition, winning was going to be a tall order, let alone trying to bowl them out in 20 overs. 

The Coursers won the toss and elected to bat. 4 early wickets were lost for the gain of only 20 runs. One of the wickets being that of the captain Tim Bonner. He was caught behind, by the Bloodhounds wicket keeper Adam Foord, off of the bowling of Kevin Holloway (aka Shanks).

Chris, the coursers 5th batsman scored 41 not out. The Coursers finished on 105 off of their 20 overs.

The Bloodhounds require 106 to win out right from their 20 overs, at a run rate of 5.3 an over. The Bloodhounds opening pairing was the Foord Brothers, Adam and Henry. These two put on 43 before Adam was caught at midwicket. Next in was Bertie Clay, with the run rate just behind, he scored a very quick 38 off of 20 balls, with a massive 6 being hit clear of the ground.
Both Henry and Bertie were out to some fine bowling from Tim Bonner. The Bloodhounds were now 86 for the loss of 5 wickets, with the run rate regained and more, with plenty of overs to spare. It was left to Tasha Wright (scoring the winning runs) and Shanks to finish the innings and win with two overs to spare. 

The final table was
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Southern Shires Bloodhounds

2
2
0
  2

 6

New Forest




2
1
1
  0

 2

Coursers





2
0
2
  0

 0

Challenge Shield Winners 2008 - The Southern Shires Bloodhounds.

Their team members were

Marc Winchester MBH Capt

Kevin Holloway

Adam Foord

Henry Foord

Richard Foord

Derek Smith

Colin Young

Bertie Clay

Tasha Wright

Robbie Dibble

Alex Dibble

The Player of the Competition award went to- William from the Coursers, winning a signed cricket ball by Clarissa Dickson-Wright, along with a signed copy of her new book. So, well done William.
We must say a big thank you to all our Umpires and scorers for giving us their time. A very big thank you must go to Sara Norman and her helpers for laying on such a wonderful array of food during the day, both for lunch and tea. To Sally for supplying the wine, although we were told it was only for the Bloodhound team to drink, so it was probably laced. 

Finally, a thank you, to all the teams for taking part, and their (mostly) sporting behaviour.

There will be pictures available of the day (so keep checking web site). These were taken by Alan, from the New Forest Hounds.

You can be sure The Challenge Shield will be on display again this year in the Hound Tent at the New Forest Show!

